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INTRODUCTION AND PURPOSE

his playbook gives security systems integrators the insight needed to

effectively incorporate audio into security projects. It helps integrators identify

key influencers, demonstrate where audio strengthens security systems and _||||||I||I||||‘||||“||||||.|||—
approach stakeholders with clear, outcome-driven messaging. The goal is to deliver
holistic solutions that extend beyond surveillance by integrating communication
infrastructure for proactive safety.

Audio should be positioned as a practical layer of the security ecosystem, not as

a separate or secondary system. Cameras, access control, visitor management and
alerting tools all play important roles, but they do not always provide the ability to
direct people in real time. Clear, networked communication helps organizations move
from awareness to action by delivering instructions, coordinating staff and reducing
confusion during both daily operations and emergency events. For channel partners,
this creates a stronger value offering because audio supports safety outcomes,
operational readiness and long-term technology integration.

Audio should be
positioned as a
practical layer
of the security
ecosystem, not
as a separate or
secondary system.
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INTELLIGENT COMMUNICATIONS
IN HEALTH CARE

INTRODUCTION

Health care organizations depend on fast, reliable communication to keep patients, staff and visitors safe.
When emergencies occur or everyday operations need coordination, hospitals rely on systems that deliver clear
messages to the right audience at precisely the right time. Channel partners including integrators, dealers,
architecture and engineering (A&E) firms and consultants play an essential role in helping hospital decision
makers understand how advanced audio solutions support these needs. This section explains who to engage,
which risks hospitals face and how to position intelligent communications as a critical component of operational
and safety outcomes.
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1. KEY CONTACTS FOR INITIAL CONVERSATIONS

Begin with teams directly responsible for safety and operations. The director of security and director of facilities
are often the best entry points. Both understand how vital reliable communication is in settings with high stress
and constant activity. IT infrastructure and network teams should be engaged early. Their focus will be on system
compatibility, device management and network impact. Involving IT at the start reduces delays and integration
issues later in the project.

2. EXPANDING THE CONVERSATION

Hospitals make decisions through collaboration across multiple disciplines. Security teams handle threat
prevention and response, facilities teams manage day-to-day building systems and IT ensures technology remains
secure and functional. If an A&E firm or external consultant is already engaged, include them early. They influence
design standards and long-term planning. Emergency preparedness and risk management professionals can also
add value, since their expertise includes planning for high-stakes scenarios.

3.WHY AUDIO MATTERS IN HEALTH CARE SECURITY

Hospitals face risks such as workplace violence, behavioral health incidents, unauthorized access and even
active-threat scenarios. In these moments, clear instructions can save lives. Visual alerts alone can go unnoticed
or misinterpreted. When audio announcements complement visual indicators, staff and visitors receive context,
location and actionable steps. Artificial intelligence-enabled communications can extend this capability beyond
alerts by allowing systems to engage directly with patients, staff or visitors. For example, when an analytic
detects a possible patient fall, an intelligent communications system could initiate a conversation to determine
whether assistance is needed and escalate to staff when appropriate. Audio also supports daily functions, from
coordinating departments to managing patient movement. Intelligent communications improve both emergency
readiness and routine workflows, reducing delays and confusion.

4. UNDERSTANDING CONSTRAINTS AND OBJECTIONS

Hospitals must maintain uninterrupted care. Leaders will have concerns about installation disruption, IT
compatibility and increased ambient noise. Budget limitations often pose additional challenges. Address these by
demonstrating how improved communications enhance safety, streamline workflows and strengthen emergency
preparedness. Another common concern is alert fatigue. Assure decision makers that intelligent systems simplify
communication instead of adding chaos—focused messaging cuts through noise and prompts confident action.

5. EVERYDAY APPLICATIONS THAT DRIVE VALUE

Real value shows up during routine operations. Hospitals use announcements to direct patient flow, coordinate
staff and communicate time-sensitive updates. Systems that consistently perform during daily tasks build trust
for emergencies. Zoned messaging, which enables messages to target specific areas without disturbing others,
is a key advantage. Reliable, intelligent communication creates safer, calmer and more resilient health care
environments.

6. STAKEHOLDERS AND EXPERTS TO INCLUDE

Successful projects involve individuals who manage, use or depend on communication systems. From the
facility side, this often includes security, facilities, IT and emergency preparedness teams. From the integrator
side, include a solutions engineer, a health care-savvy project manager and a design specialist fluent in
compliance standards. If A&Es or consultants are part of the process, involve them early to align with regulatory
and long-term objectives.
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SECTION 2

K-12 AUDIO AND SECURITY
INTEGRATION PLAYBOOK
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1. THE ROLE OF AUDIO IN SCHOOL SAFETY

Safe learning environments depend on timely, audible communication. Schools need systems that deliver
clear announcements across classrooms, hallways and outdoor areas. Audio supports both emergency alerts
and day-to-day messaging, from lockdown instructions to bell schedules and staff coordination. Network-enabled
solutions leverage existing infrastructure for campus-wide coverage, enabling faster response and improved
efficiency.

2.THE K-12 DECISION ECOSYSTEM

School safety involves multiple decision makers. Facilities leaders oversee physical systems, security managers
or school resource officers (SROs) focus on incident response and district-level administrators including
superintendents and school boards set policies and approve funding. Finance and risk management teams
evaluate compliance and budget impact. This structure means integrators must engage stakeholders across
operational, technical and administrative roles.

3.TYPICAL K-12 SAFETY TECHNOLOGY STACK

Schools rely on video surveillance, access control, notification software and communication platforms. While
surveillance often serves forensic purposes, audio provides real-time engagement, enabling schools to coordinate
during active incidents, not just review them afterward.

4. WHERE AUDIO ENHANCES SECURITY SYSTEMS
Audio builds upon the security technology stack in four key ways:
e Emergency Communications: Announcements for lockdowns, evacuations and severe weather alerts.
e Campus Coordination: Connecting offices and classrooms, delivering targeted zoned messaging.
e Daily Operations: Supporting bell schedules and general announcements.

e Al-Enabled Communications: Providing autonomous assistance for routine questions and requests, while
recognizing situations that require escalation to staff or security.

Advanced solutions offer two-way communication, audio-visual integration, Al-enabled interaction and seamless
compatibility with other safety and multimedia platforms, expanding the value of communication infrastructure
across both critical events and everyday interactions.

5. EFFECTIVE ENTRY POINTS FOR INTEGRATORS

The initial conversations with K-12 customers often begin with facilities teams and security personnel,
particularly SROs. Their operational responsibilities make them strong advocates for adding communication tools.
Typically these roles are tasked with implementing security and operational policies set at the district level.

Use exploratory questions that uncover gaps:
e “During emergencies, how does your school reach the entire campus instantly?”
e “Are your safety systems integrated with your existing network infrastructure?”

Emphasize student safety, emergency preparedness, system integration and clear communication. These
priorities align with leadership expectations and community concerns.
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PARTNER ENABLEMENT FOR
AUDIO AND INTERCOM

\Y

INTRODUCTION

Channel partners offering audio and intercom solutions must understand the operational challenges customers
face, anticipate objections and articulate outcomes that demonstrate measurable improvements. When
integrators position audio as a proactive, situational awareness tool rather than just an accessory, adoption rates
increase significantly. This section helps channel partners frame audio and intercom as practical components of
a broader security strategy. The objective is to help customers see where communication improves response,
reduces uncertainty and strengthens daily operations. Integrators should lead with operational outcomes first,
then connect those outcomes to the technology required to deliver them.
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1. CURRENT PAIN POINTS

Organizations often experience gaps in situational awareness, slow incident response and inadequate identity
verification at access points. These weaknesses leave facilities vulnerable and delay critical decision making
in emergencies. Many customers already have cameras, access control and intrusion systems, but those
tools do not always provide a clear way to communicate with people at the point of need. Without intelligent
communications, teams may see or detect an event but still lack the ability to engage with the people involved,
understand their needs or intent, provide instructions or coordinate an appropriate response in real time. Channel
partners should use these pain points to shift the conversation from device coverage to decision quality and
response effectiveness.

2. ANTICIPATED OBJECTIONS AND EFFECTIVE RESPONSES

Common objections include:

e  “We already have cameras.” Explain that cameras observe events, while audio enables intervention and
guidance during critical moments. Video helps teams understand what happened or what is happening,
but audio helps them influence what happens next. This distinction is important because many incidents
require immediate direction, not just visual confirmation. Audio allows staff to address a person at an
entrance, provide instructions during a lockdown or communicate with occupants before responders arrive.

e “Audio adds liability." Reassure partners that modern solutions include compliance features and privacy
controls, mitigating these concerns. The stronger response is to explain that unmanaged communication
gaps can create risk as well. When organizations cannot verify who is at an access point, provide timely
instructions or document response actions, they may be left with incomplete information during critical
events. Properly designed audio and intercom systems help create controlled, intentional communication
instead of informal or inconsistent workarounds.

3. DEPLOYMENT CHALLENGES

Integrators face complex ecosystems requiring seamless interoperability with existing technology. [T-driven
specifications reinforce the need for cybersecurity oversight and unified compliance. Aligning audio systems with
these mandates is essential for success. Channel partners should expect customers to ask how the solution
connects to the network, how it is managed and how it fits within existing security policies. Addressing these
topics early builds confidence with IT and reduces the risk of delays later in the project. Successful deployments
usually begin with a clear understanding of the customer’s current infrastructure, preferred platforms, network
standards and long-term operating model.

4. POSITIVE OUTCOMES WHEN AUDIO IS IMPLEMENTED

Robust audio systems strengthen security posture, improve operational efficiency and enhance user
experience for both staff and visitors. These outcomes tie directly to organizational priorities and reinforce the
integrator’s role as a strategic partner. When audio is implemented well, organizations gain a more active layer of
communication across entrances, public areas, service points and critical zones. Staff can respond faster, provide
clearer guidance, and reduce confusion during both routine events and emergencies. For channel partners,
these outcomes create a stronger value story because the solution supports safety, operations and customer
experience at the same time.
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CONCLUSION

For security integrators, the opportunity lies in
moving beyond passive observation to active incident
management through clear communication systems.
Schools want solutions that create confidence—with
audio, integrators can deliver that security.

By approaching the right stakeholders and focusing
on operational outcomes, integrators can frame
intelligent communications as vital tools for both safety
and reliability. Position audio as a practical solution to
complex challenges in healthcare—clear, dependable
systems enable confident decisions at every moment.

When partners present audio not as a standalone tool
but as an integrated part of the security framework,
they elevate its value in enabling proactive safety and
seamless operations. Clear positioning and practical
demonstrations of interoperability build credibility and
accelerate decision making.

This guide was developed by the SIA Audio and
Intelligent Communications Subcommittee, a vendor
neutral technology group whose mission is to educate
the security industry about the importance of audio and
communications for safety and security applications.
SIA particularly thanks the work of these individuals,
whose insights shaped the work of this guide:

Cameron Javdani, vice president of market
development, security solutions, AtlaslED

Dan Rothrock, senior vice president of global business
development, Zenitel

Gina Sansivero, vice president, marketing and
corporate communications, AtlaslED
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